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Purpose of

This program aims to foster young people with international sensibilities in line with the

this program global society through the international youth exchange programs between Japan and

HEDate
ln -
Bound

countries in the Micronesian islands.

Sunday, June 23" through Tuesday, July 2", 2024 (10 days, 9 nights)

Hinvited participants (aged between 10 and 14) and chaperons

Republic of the Marshall Islands=+====+==-+--+-24 students and 4 chaperons Total 28
Federated States of Micronesia====++-=+--+------48 students and 8 chaperons Total 56
Republic of Palau========sssreurananaananaaaa12 students and 2 chaperons Total 14
Total-------------------------------------- 84studentsand 14chaperonsTota|98

B Local Programs

NAGANO (sHINSHUTAKATO), SHIMANE (sanBE), OKAYAMA (KIBI)

(1 At Shoto Junior High School, the

Micronesian children were divided into |
each class and interacted in English
through games planned by the Japanese |
students, such as experiencing Japanese
festivals, fukuwarai, calligraphy, and
Ohajiki.  The  Micronesian children
performed a traditional dance as a token
of appreciation.

(@At the Embassy of the FSM, the
Ambassador spoke about the works of
the Embassy and the children are
given a tour of the offices and rooftop,
where they are not usually allowed to
access. Upon leaving the embassy, the
children thanked the Ambassador for
gifts.

@In the Shimane program, the children
visited Kita Sanbe Elementary and Junior
High Schools, where they experienced
traditional Japanese activities such as rice
cake pounding and playing the koto
(Japanese harp) with Japanese children. In
the Okayama program, they visited Kibi
Kogen Elementary School, where they
experienced recreation and calligraphy.

Date Activities
June Arrival
23 Orientation
Sport exchange program
th
June 24 Welcome party
Shoto JH.S @
th
June 25 SDGs study program
National Diet
th
June 26 Embassies @
Move to local facilities
June 27" | (Nagano-Shimane-
Okayama)
June 28t [ Elementary School 3
June 29t | Local program @
Homestay
Homestay
June 30t | Farewell Party with host
families ®
July 15t Leave local facilities
y Stay at Narita hotel
July 2nd | Departure

At National Diet

l—];l' @ In the Nagano program, the

' children had an exchange program at
Takato Elementary School, followed
. by recreational activities and indigo
dyeing with the children of their host
- families. The children were happy to
. have made their one-of-a-kind indigo-
dyed handkerchiefs.

@The children were looking forward to
the homestay. At the end of the
homestay, they had a farewell party with
the host families. At the parting scene,
there were tears everywhere as the ||
children expressed their gratitude to their
host families who had treated them so
warmly over the three days, and their
sadness at having to say goodbye.




HEDate
Monday, July 29t through Wednesday, August 7t, 2024 (10 days, 9 nights)
*Day 1 is a training session for participants (Stay at NYC)

Out - M Visited countries
bound Republic of the Marshall Islands, Chuuk and Pohnpei States of the Federated States
of Micronesia and the Republic of Palau
M Participants (fifth-eighth graders) ,Subleaders (High School students), Attendants*
Marshall - 14 students, 2 Subleaders, 6 Attendants, Total 22
Chuuk (FSM) + - - - - 14 students, 1 Subleader, 6 Attendants, Total 21
Pohnpei (FSM) - - - - 14 students, 1 Subleader, 6 Attendants, Total 21
Palau 14 students, 2 Subleaders, 7 Attendants, Total 23
Total - - 56 students, 6 Subleaders, 25 Attendants, Total 87
*Attendants : Directors, Leaders, Coordinators, nurses and interpreters
Date Activities
h . - @ In the snorkeling experience, the
July 29 Training session at NYC children were able to see beautiful
coral reefs, colorful fish and sea turtles
July 30t Move to Guam in the clear blue ocean water, which
y *Only Palau team arrive at Palau cannot be seen in Japan. The children
cheered at the amazing ocean.
Move to Marshall,
July 318t | Pohnpei and Chuuk,
Orientation etc., @ The children interacted with those
who visited Japan through the in-bound
Aug. 18t [ ONature program @ | program on the uninhabited island, and
OOutdoor Life Experience@ & participated many activities such as
A ond OCross-cultural exchange recreation, palm leaf crafts and
ug. OPeace Study ®@ traditional dances. They ate and slept
closer with new friends under the stars
Aug. 3t Homestay @ that filled all the night sky.
Homestay ) o )
Aug 4th Farewell party with host (@ The children visited the site of the
families ®) fierce battles of the World War Il and i AR
learned about the past history at the ' 3
. [ ¥
Auag. 5t Move t m War Museum. At the memorial to the ey \
ug 5 ove to Gua more than 30,000 Japanese war 3 j
Aug. Gth Back to Japan dead there, they mourned for their R £
predecessors and pledged to keep e =7 i X
Aug. 7t | Joint learning presentation® || the peace. et

@ Excited with the anticipation and

anxiety of the 2-day homestay program,
the children made friends with the
children of the host families. They were
touched by the warm hospitality of the
host families who served homemade
food like blue crab and prepared the
shower with very precious water.

® At the farewell party with the host

families, the children expressed their
gratitude for the heartwarming welcome

they had received to date. They
performed songs and dances they had
practiced to deepen the exchange. The
participants from both countries ended
up dancing and smiling together.

the children
presented to their parents, in their own
words, what they had felt and learned
on the Micronesian islands.

© on

It's time to say goodbye to friends
who spent 10 days together. See you

again sometime!

T



B Feedback from participants

@| often wonder what people around me think of me, but in Micronesia, | found that everyone seemed to be enjoying their own
lives without worrying about others. | want to enjoy my life more after going abroad: to share my thoughts and opinions with
others, to try what | think is good.

@After seeing the piles of trash in Marshall, | learned that being capable to properly dispose of plastic bottle waste is not a
matter of course. | want to solve this problem by making plastic something that can decompose naturally. | also want to build
an eco-friendly waste treatment plant in the Marshall Islands in cooperating with others.

@| was impressed by the good nature and kindness of the local people: bringing me souvenirs for my whole family and always
putting me first. After experiencing the charm of the local people, | would like to interact more actively with people from other
countries in the future.

@Having experienced the local culture and the tradition of wearing a crown or necklace made of flowers or seashells on
important occasions and inviting many relatives and sisters over for a meal, | also wanted to share the culture of my own
region with many people and make them happy.

Hl The number of participants up until this year

In-bound Out—bound
1300 g LN (@] s | @ ) PEgREICH

~ . Micronesia
22%0223"'22%122‘ Marshall Pohnpei Chuuk Yap Kosrae Palau Total

Children 248 213 216 215 202 215 1309

In-bound |Chaperons 46 40 40 40 37 40 243
Subtotal 294 253 256 255 239 255 1,552

Children 261 331 341 253 201 536 1,923

Out-bound |Chaperons 125 113 131 73 65 184 691
Subtotal 386 444 472 326 266 720 2,614

Total 680 697 728 581 505 975 4,166

*The number of subleaders is included in the number of chaperons.
*Neither in-bound nor out-bound program were conducted between 2020 and 2022 due to the influence of Covid-19. In 2023, only in-bound program was conducted.

Participants in the Children Exchange Program with

Micronesian Islands have been positive about studying abroad.
35% of the participants in this program answered “Yes” to the question “Did you study abroad or plan
to study abroad?” after experiencing this program. This is significantly higher than the 2.15%"* of
Japanese university students who have studied abroad. And 71% of the participants who responded
“No” to the same question also expressed their desire to study abroad in the future.

Studied abroad or plan to study abroad? Would like to study abroad?

137 Pers

n=212
Source: The Children Exchange Program with Micronesian Islands,
Follow-up on the Japanese participants who experienced the program (March 2021)
*The percentage of these Japanese university students who studied abroad was calculated based on the following data.
@ Number of Japanese students studying abroad(2022) : 58,162 (From "UNESCO Institute for Statistics, OECE, IIE, etc.,”
published by MEXT, May 2024)
@ Number of Japanese university students (2022): 2,675,554 (From “School Basic Survey in 2022” published by MEXT, Dec. 2022)



