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Survey of High School Students’ Views on Overseas Education and International Awareness 
 

The National Institute for Youth Education is conducting this survey in several countries, 
including the United States, Japan, China and Korea. 

The goal of this survey is to utilize the findings from the survey for future education. 
 
Instructions for answering the survey 
(1) All answers are completely anonymous. DO NOT SIGN YOUR NAME ON THIS QUESTIONNAIRE. 
(2) Please answer every question yourself.  
(3) There is no right or wrong answer to any question. Just CIRCLE THE ANSWER or WRITE DOWN  

THE NUMBER that best describes your opinion or situation.  
(4) Each question indicates the number of circles needed. Please follow the instructions.  
(5) Based on your answer, you may be instructed to skip some questions. Please follow the instructions. 
(6) When you choose “Other”, please specify your answer in the parentheses, 
 (Please do not add answers unless parentheses are provided.) 
Thank you very much in advance for your participation. 
 
 
Question 1 Are you male or female? 

1. Male     2. Female 
 
Question 2 What grade are you in? 

1. 10th           2. 11th           3. 12th    
 
Question 3  If you were to evaluate yourself, how would you rank yourself at your school? 
(Please circle ONE that applies) 

1. Top  2. Upper middle 3.  Middle 4. Lower middle  5.Bottom 
 
Question 4  Please circle only ONE that applies to you for each statement. 

 Strongly 
agree 

Somewhat 
agree 

Somewhat 
disagree Disagree 

a. I proactively clean up around me and my room. 1 2 3 4 

b. I take initiative and study without being told. 1 2 3 4 

c. I create a plan on how to spend money. 1 2 3 4 

d. I know what I want to be in the future. 1 2 3 4 

e. I want to change myself. 1 2 3 4 

f. I want to change my current life situation. 1 2 3 4 

g. I like myself. 1 2 3 4 

h. I have high hopes for my future. 1 2 3 4 

i. I have activities that I am good at. 1 2 3 4 

j. I have activities that I enjoy. 1 2 3 4 
k. I want to be considered a professional in the 

area of work that I want to get into. 1 2 3 4 
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Question 5  Please circle ONE that apply to you in each line. 

 
Strongly 

agree 
Somewhat 

agree 
Somewhat 
disagree 

Strongly 
disagree 

a. I tackle anything with a positive attitude. １ ２ ３ ４ 

b. I like things that challenge me. １ ２ ３ ４ 

c. I speak out clearly in public.  １ ２ ３ ４ 

d. I am not less valuable than others. １ ２ ３ ４ 

e. It is enough if I have a decent standard of living  １ ２ ３ ４ 

f. Sometimes I feel like a failure. １ ２ ３ ４ 

g. I like to do things different from others.. １ ２ ３ ４ 

h. I feel uncertain about the future. １ ２ ３ ４ 

i. I am often influenced by other’s opinions. １ ２ ３ ４ 

j. I can easily talk to people I meet for the first time. １ ２ ３ ４ 
k. What around me is more important than politics 

and society. 1 2 3 4 

 
 
Question 6    What kind of life would you like to live in the future? Please circle ONE that is closest 
to your thoughts. 

1. I will think for myself and want to live life as a leader of a society. 
2. I will cooperate with others and want to live a life that values harmony with others. 
3. I will value my hobbies and want to live a life to develop my individuality. 
4. None of the above. 
 

 
Question 7  Following statements are about your thoughts relating to your country. Please 
circle ONE in each line. 

 Strongly 
agree 

Somewhat 
agree 

Somewhat 
disagree 

Strongly 
disagree 

a. My country’s progress influences my 
progress. 

1 2 3 4 

b. I am proud to be an American. 1 2 3 4 

c. I am satisfied living in the US. 1 2 3 4 

d. I want to do my best for my country.  1 2 3 4 

e. I like my country  1 2 3 4 
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Following are questions about your interest in foreign countries and overseas education. 
 
Question 8  Please circle ONE that apply to you in each line. 

 Strongly 
agree 

Somewhat  
agree 

Somewhat 
disagree 

Strongly 
disagree 

a. I want to travel abroad. 1 2 3 4 
b. I am interested in foreign cultures and 

lifestyle. 1 2 3 4 

c. I like foreign languages. 1 2 3 4 

d. I want to have a foreign friend. 1 2 3 4 

e. I want to communicate with foreigners. 1 2 3 4 

f. I want to work abroad in the future. 1 2 3 4 
g. I have always wanted to live in a foreign 

country. 1 2 3 4 

 
 
Question 9.  Have you ever been to a foreign country?  
  1. Yes, many times    2. Yes, once or twice           3.   Never (Go to Q10) 
 

Question 9-1 (If you answered 1 or 2 above) what were the reasons that you went to a 
foreign country?  (Please circle ALL that apply) 

1. Sightseeing              2. To study abroad             3. For a school  trip or an event       
4. To visit my relatives        5. Other 
 

Question 9-2 When was the first time you went to foreign country?  (Please circle ONE that 
applies) 

1. Before I was in Elementary school           2. When I was in Elementary school              
3. When I was in Jr. High school                   4. When I was in High school 

 
Question 10 Have you associated with a foreigner? (Please circle ALL that apply) 

1. I have interacted with a foreigner face to face.  
2. I have interacted with a foreigner through the internet and through letters. 
3. I have never interacted with a foreigner. 

 
Question 11    Are you interested in studying abroad? (Please circle ONE that applies.) 

1. Very interested in it.              3. Not so interested in it.   
2. Somewhat interested in it.              4.  Not at all interested in it. 
 
Question 11-1 Who or what influenced you to be interested in studying abroad?   
(Please circle ALL that applies) 

1. My family                           2. My friends                        3. Teachers at my school            
4. My favorite celebrities       5. TV and online media        6. Study abroad agancies 
7. My experiences of traveling abroad and international exchange        8. Other     

  

Go to  Q12 
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Question 12      Do you want to study abroad if it is possible? (Please circle ONE that applies.) 
If you circle 2 to 5, please skip Q13 and answer Q14 to Q21. If you circle 1, go to Q13 and skip 
Q14 to Q21. 
 

1. I do not want to study abroad.  ⇒ Go to Q13 (skip Q14 to Q21) 
2. I want to study abroad while I’m in high school.        
3. I want to study abroad as soon as I graduate high school.     
4. I want to study abroad while I’m in college. 
5. I want to study abroad as soon as I graduate college. 

 
[For people who chose 1 on Q12, please answer Q13 and go to Q22 ] 
Question 13     What are the reasons you would not want to study abroad? (Please circle ALL 
that apply.) 

1. I do not want to be away from my family.        
2. It would be a disadvantage when getting a job in my country.   
3. The language barrier.           
4. It is more comfortable living in my country.      
5. Financial concerns. 
6. It would be uncomfortable to live in a foreign country.            
7. Not safe. 
8. Foreign countries do not interest me. 
9. I am not confident living alone in a foreign country.  

10. It is too bothersome.      
11. The entrance exams for foreign schools are too difficult. 
12. My country’s education better suits me.  
13. Other (_____________________________________________)  

 
[For people who chose 2-5 on Q12, please answer Q14 - Q21] 
Question 14  What are the reasons why you want to study abroad. (Please circle ALL that 
apply.) 

1. I would like to obtain a college degree in a foreign country.   
2. I would like to study a special field that I am interested in. 
3. I want to have foreign language skills. 
4. I want to be in a better educational environment.    
5. I want to acquire advanced knowledge from that country. 
6. I want to broaden my horizons. 
7. After studying abroad, it will be an advantage when looking for a job. 
8. I want to live in a foreign country.  
9. Getting into college is too competitive in my country. 

10. My parents, teachers and friends have recommended studying abroad. 
11. Many of my friends are planning to study abroad. 
12. I would like to have numerous experiences. 
13. I would like to have foreign friends. 
14. Other (                            ) 

 
 
Question 15  Do your parents (guardians) approve of your decision to study abroad? 

1. Approve        2. Somewhat approve       3.Not so much  
4. Oppose       5 I do not know. 

⇒ Go to Q14～Q21  (skip Q13) 

⇒ Go to Q22 
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Question 16  Which country do you want to go to study most in the future?   
Please write a number on each choice. 
  

a. First choice      b. Second choice     c. Third choice   .    
 
1. Japan          6. France             11.  Korea 
2. Canada            7. Germany           12.  Singapore 
3. Australia         8. Italy               13.  Other 
4. New Zealand      9. Spain              14.  I don’t know (→to Q17) 
5. England          10.  China   
 

Question 16-1: What are the reasons why you want to go to these countries to study? 
(Please circle ALL that apply.) 

1. Academic standard is high.             
2. Recommended by parents and acquaintances. 
3. They are a developed country.  
4. It is a well-known country. 
5. Tuition and living expense are reasonable. 
6. Specialized field that I want to learn is first class in that country. 
7. Safe                   
8. I like the country. 
9. They have support systems, such as scholarship programs, for exchange students. 

10. I want to work in that country in the future. 
11. Easy to get into the school. 
12. There is no language barrier. 
13. There are many Americans. 
14. The academic credentials of the country are highly regarded in the US. 
15. Their weather is nice and they have great natural environment. 
16. Others.(__________________________________________) 

 
 
Question 17   What would you like to study at your destination? (Please circle ONE.) 

1. Language                                 
2. Engineering/ science                           
3. Liberal Arts（Philosophy, History, Psychology, Education, etc.）         
4. Social science（Law, Politic, Economics, International relations, etc.） 
5. Commercial science, Business science                        
6. Medicine 
7. Agriculture, science of fisheries 
8. Sports science 
9. Art (Visual art, music, movies, etc.) 

10. Other  
11. I do not know 

 
Question 18  What is the most important purpose of studying abroad? (Please circle ONE.) 

1. Acquire foreign language skill.   3. Acquire expertise and credentials in a specific field. 
2. Acquire a degree. (BA, MBA, etc.） 4. Other 
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Question 19  How long are you planning to study abroad? (Please circle ONE.) 
1. Less than 6 months                               2. More than 6 months but less than 1 year               
3. More than 1 year but less than 2 years       4. More than 2 years but less than 4 years 
5. More than 4 years      
 

Question 20   Are you preparing for studying abroad now? 
1. Yes       2. No 

 
Question 21    Do you have any worries about studying abroad? (Please circle ALL that apply) 

1. To be homesick           2. About money           3. To live alone          4. Problem about language         
5. About culture differences         6. Pressure from study       7.Safety issues        8.Not having friends 
9. Other      10. I don’t have any worries.  

 
THE FOLLOWING QUESTIONS APPLY TO EVERYONE. 
The following questions are about your image of Japan, China and Korea. 
 
Question 22    How much interest do you have in these countries?  
(Please circle ONE in each line.) 

 Very interested Somewhat 
interested Not so interested Not interested 

at all 

a．Japan  1 2 3 4 

b．China 1 2 3 4 

c．Korea 1 2 3 4 

 

Question 23  Please circle ALL that apply about Japan, China and Korea. 
You could circle all columns in each line if applicable. 

 Japan China Korea 

a. I watch TV programs and read newspapers,  
magazines and books of that country. 

１ 2 3 

b. I watch movies and listen to music of that   
country. １ 2 3 

c. I watch Manga and Anime of that country. １ 2 3 

d. I play games created by that country. １ 2 3 

e. I visit websites of that country. １ 2 3 

f. I have been to that country. １ 2 3 

g. I have merchandises of that country.  １ 2 3 

h. I have relatives and American friends in that      
country. 

１ 2 3 

i. I have friends and acquaintances from that  
country. 

１ 2 3 

j. I like that country. １ 2 3 

k. My parents like that country. １ 2 3 

⇒Circle all 
that apply. 
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⇒Circle all  
that apply. 

Question 24  What impressions do you have of American, Chinese, Korean and Japanese 
people. (Please circle ALL that apply. ) You could circle all columns in each line if applicable. 

 

 
Question 25  What do you think your family’s  financial situation is ?  
(Please circle ONE that applies) 

1. Wealthier than many families 
2. Wealthier than average  
3. Average 
4. Poorer than average 
5. Poorer than many families 
 

Question 26  Who are you living with at home right now? (Circle ALL that apply) 
1. Father      2. Mother         3. Brothers & Sisters     4. Grand Parents 
5. Relatives        6.By myself      7.Other 

 
 
 

Thank you very much for your cooperation! 
 

 American Chinese Korean Japanese 

a. Kind １ 2 3 4 

b. Polite 1 ２ 3 4 

c. Quick-tempered 1 2 3 4 

d. Work hard 1 2 3 ４ 

e. Collectivism 1 2 3 4 

f. Self-centered 1 2 3 4 
g. Have a strong sense of 

responsibility 
1 2 3 4 

h. Follows rules 1 2 3 4 

i. A sense of justice 1 2 3 4 

j. Strong patriotism. 1 2 3 4 

k. Humor 1 2 3 4 

l. Creative 1 2 3 4 

m. I do not know about 
people in that country. 1 2 3 4 


